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CAPTAIN’S CORNER (OR SAMBUCCA’S 
SPEAK) 
 
Howdy all,  

 

Well we certainly have a lot coming up: 

 

SHOT Expo 2019. This will be held at the Royal 

Melbourne Showgrounds on Saturday 19 and 

Sunday 20 of October. We will be having a stand 

there to promote Single Action and, as you should 

be aware, looking for members to assist in 

manning the stand. If you are able to help please 

contact Texas Fingers or myself. 

 

O.K. CORRAL: This event is hosted by Ft. 

Bridger on October 26 & 27 at Eagle Park. 

Nomination Form is on our Website. 

 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS: This event will be 

held on 1 to 3 November at Eagle Park. 

Nomination Form is on our Website. 

 

RAWHIDE: This event will be held on 15 to 17 

November at Eagle Park. Nomination Form is on 

our Website. 

 

Please try to put all of the above on your Calendar 

if possible. Also, a great chance to get your 

attendances up. 

 

IMPORTANT ISSUES: 

Attendances. If you need to leave a competition 

early please see your Posse Leader or one of the 

Committee as it could jeopardise your attendance. 

An attendance in the eyes of LRD is based on 

completing a competition but if you have an 

acceptable reason for leaving early and/or not 

completing the competition i.e. illness or family 

emergency, this is acceptable. Don’t forget that it 

is your responsibility to ensure that you have the 

required number of attendances in the calendar 

year to meet LRD’s requirements. The Secretary 

maintains these records but does not always know 

what away from home shoots you have 

undertaken. 

 

Maintenance of storage sheds. These have 

become a little overcrowded (mainly due to poor 

packing up) so we have decided to leave a number 

of Shotgun targets and some stands chained 

behind facades so don’t panic when they are not in 

the shed. When packing up those targets need to 

be returned to the storage point and chained up 

again. 

 

Misses. Looking at the scores over the past few 

months I couldn’t help but notice a high 

percentage of misses. Now I know that I 

demonstrate how to miss from time to time but 

one of your objectives should be to “shoot clean 

stages”. To do this you only need to slow down a 

fraction, focus and check your sight picture before 

you squeeze the trigger and it might all happen 

from there. Of course, the other thing is practise. 

It we just do the same thing month in month out 

we are not likely to improve. I was talking to a 

member recently who went to the Range to 

practice with an experienced shooter and picked 

up a few pointers. Perhaps you could do the same? 

Sometimes it is only a matter of asking someone 

to watch you shoot and asking for feedback and 

that can highlight things like improving your 

stance for example.  

 

Firearms. If you are looking for a Handgun or 

Longarm, or leather for that matter, let the Club 

know and see one of the Committee about putting 
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a notice on the board in the Clubhouse. If we 

know you’re looking and we know somebody 

selling we can put you together.  

 

See u on the range. Regards, Sambucca, Club 

Captain. 

 

        
          William Tecumseh Sherman 
             AS A CIVIL WAR GENERAL 

Born 

 

February 8, 1820 

Lancaster, Ohio, U.S. 

Died 
February 14, 1891 (aged 71) 

New York City, New York, U.S. 

Resting place Calvary Cemetery 

Political party Republican 

Education United States Military Academy 

Signature 
 

      First commissions and Bull Run       

                     

           Portrait by Mathew Brady, c. 1864 

Sherman was first commissioned as colonel of the 

13th U.S. Infantry Regiment, effective May 14, 

1861. This was a new regiment yet to be raised, 

and Sherman's first command was actually of a 

brigade of three-month volunteers, at the head of 

which he became one of the few Union officers to 

distinguish himself at the First Battle of Bull Run 

on July 21, 1861, where he was grazed by bullets 

in the knee and shoulder. The disastrous Union 

defeat at Bull Run led Sherman to question his 

own judgment as an officer and the capacities of 

his volunteer troops. President Lincoln, however, 

was impressed by Sherman while visiting the 

troops on July 23 and promoted him to brigadier 

general of volunteers (effective May 17, 1861, 

with seniority in rank to Ulysses S. Grant, his fu-

ture commander). He was assigned to serve under 

Robert Anderson in the Department of the Cum-

berland in Louisville, Kentucky, and in October 

Sherman succeeded Anderson in command of the 

department. Sherman considered that his new as-

signment broke a promise from Lincoln that he 

would not be given such a prominent position.  

Breakdown 

Having succeeded Anderson at Louisville, Sher-

man now had principal military responsibility for 

Kentucky, a border state in which Confederate 

troops held Columbus and Bowling Green and 

were present near the Cumberland Gap. He be-

came exceedingly pessimistic about the outlook 

for his command and he complained frequently to 

Washington, D.C. about shortages while provid-

ing exaggerated estimates of the strength of the 

rebel forces. Critical press reports appeared about 

him after an October visit to Louisville by the sec-

retary of war, Simon Cameron, and in early No-

vember 1861 Sherman insisted that he be relieved. 

He was promptly replaced by Brigadier General 

Don Carlos Buell and transferred to St. Louis, 

Missouri. In December, he was put on leave by 

Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, commander of the 

Department of the Missouri, who considered him 

unfit for duty. Sherman went to Lancaster, Ohio, 

to recuperate. While he was at home, his wife El-

len wrote to his brother, Senator John Sherman, 

seeking advice. She complained of "that melan-

choly insanity to which your family is subject". 

Sherman later wrote that the concerns of com-

mand "broke me down", and he admitted contem-

plating suicide. His problems were compounded 

when the Cincinnati Commercial described him as 

"insane".  

By mid-December 1861 Sherman had recovered 

sufficiently to return to service under Halleck in 

the Department of the Missouri. (In March, Hal-

leck's command was redesignated the Department 

of the Mississippi and enlarged to unify command 

in the West). Sherman's initial assignments were 

rear-echelon commands, first of an instructional 

barracks near St. Louis and then in command of 

the District of Cairo. Operating from Paducah, 

Kentucky, he provided logistical support for the 

operations of Brig. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant to cap-

ture Fort Donelson (February 1862). Grant, the 
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previous commander of the District of Cairo, had 

recently won a major victory at Fort Henry (Feb-

ruary 6, 1862) and been given command of the ill-

defined District of West Tennessee. Although 

Sherman was technically the senior officer at this 

time, he wrote to Grant, "I feel anxious about you 

as I know the great facilities [the Confederates] 

have of concentration by means of the River and 

R Road, but [I] have faith in you—Command me 

in any way."  

Shiloh 

After Grant captured Fort Donelson, Sherman got 

his wish to serve under Grant when he was as-

signed on March 1, 1862, to the Army of West 

Tennessee as commander of the 5th Division. His 

first major test under Grant was at the Battle of 

Shiloh. The massive Confederate attack on the 

morning of April 6, 1862, took most of the senior 

Union commanders by surprise. Sherman had 

dismissed the intelligence reports received from 

militia officers, refusing to believe that Confeder-

ate General Albert Sidney Johnston would leave 

his base at Corinth. He took no precautions be-

yond strengthening his picket lines, and refused to 

entrench, build abatis, or push out reconnaissance 

patrols. At Shiloh, he may have wished to avoid 

appearing overly alarmed in order to escape the 

kind of criticism he had received in Kentucky. He 

had written to his wife that, if he took more pre-

cautions, "they'd call me crazy again".  

Despite being caught unprepared by the attack, 

Sherman rallied his division and conducted an or-

derly, fighting retreat that helped avert a disas-

trous Union rout. Finding Grant at the end of the 

day sitting under an oak tree in the darkness and 

smoking a cigar, Sherman felt, in his words, 

"some wise and sudden instinct not to mention 

retreat". In what would become one of the most 

notable conversations of the war, Sherman said 

simply: "Well, Grant, we've had the devil's own 

day, haven't we?" After a puff of his cigar, Grant 

replied calmly: "Yes. Lick 'em tomorrow, 

though." Sherman proved instrumental to the suc-

cessful Union counterattack of April 7, 1862. At 

Shiloh, Sherman was wounded twice—in the hand 

and shoulder—and had three horses shot out from 

under him. His performance was praised by Grant 

and Halleck and after the battle, and he was pro-

moted to major general of volunteers, effective 

May 1, 1862.  

Beginning in late April, a Union force of 100,000 

moved slowly against Corinth, under Halleck's 

command with Grant relegated to second-in-

command; Sherman commanded the division on 

the extreme right of the Union's right wing (under 

George H. Thomas). Shortly after the Union forc-

es occupied Corinth on May 30, Sherman per-

suaded Grant not to leave his command, despite 

the serious difficulties he was having with Hal-

leck. Sherman offered Grant an example from his 

own life, "Before the battle of Shiloh, I was cast 

down by a mere newspaper assertion of 'crazy', 

but that single battle gave me new life, and I'm 

now in high feather." He told Grant that, if he re-

mained in the army, "some happy accident might 

restore you to favour and your true place". In July, 

Grant's situation improved when Halleck left for 

the East to become general-in-chief, and Sherman 

became the military governor of occupied Mem-

phis.  

Vicksburg 

The careers of both officers ascended considera-

bly after that time. In Sherman's case, this was in 

part because he developed close personal ties to 

Grant during the two years they served together in 

the West. During the long and complicated cam-

paign against Vicksburg, one newspaper com-

plained that the "army was being ruined in mud-

turtle expeditions, under the leadership of a 

drunkard [Grant], whose confidential adviser 

[Sherman] was a lunatic".[  

Sherman's military record in 1862–63 was mixed. 

In December 1862, forces under his command 

suffered a severe repulse at the Battle of Chicka-

saw Bayou, just north of Vicksburg, Mississip-

pi.[58] Soon after, his XV Corps was ordered to 

join Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand in his suc-

cessful assault on Arkansas Post, generally re-

garded as a politically motivated distraction from 

the effort to capture Vicksburg. Before the Vicks-

burg Campaign in the spring of 1863, Sherman 

expressed serious reservations about the wisdom 

of Grant's unorthodox strategy, but he went on to 

perform well in that campaign under Grant's     

supervision.  
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The historian John D. Winters in The Civil War in 

Louisiana (1963) describes Sherman:  

... He had yet [before Vicksburg] to display any 

marked talents for leadership. Sherman, beset by 

hallucinations and unreasonable fears and finally 

contemplating suicide, had been relieved from 

command in Kentucky. He later began a new 

climb to success at Shiloh and Corinth under 

Grant. Still, if he muffed his Vicksburg assign-

ment, which had begun unfavourably, he would 

rise no higher. As a man, Sherman was an eccen-

tric mixture of strength and weakness. Although 

he was impatient, often irritable and depressed, 

petulant, headstrong, and unreasonably gruff, he 

had solid soldierly qualities. His men swore by 

him, and most of his fellow officers admired him.  

Chattanooga 

 
Map of the Battles for Chattanooga, 1863 

After the surrender of Vicksburg to the Union 

forces under Grant on July 4, 1863, Sherman was 

given the rank of brigadier general in the regular 

army, in addition to his rank as a major general of 

volunteers. Sherman's family came from Ohio to 

visit his camp near Vicksburg; his nine-year-old 

son, Willie, the Little Sergeant, died from typhoid 

fever contracted during the trip.  

Command in the West was unified under Grant 

(Military Division of the Mississippi), and Sher-

man succeeded Grant in command of the Army of 

the Tennessee. Following the defeat of the Army 

of the Cumberland at the Battle of Chickamauga 

by Confederate General Braxton Bragg's Army of 

Tennessee, the army was besieged in Chattanoo-

ga, Tennessee. Sherman's troops were sent to re-

lieve them. While traveling to Chattanooga, 

Sherman departed Memphis on a train that arrived 

at the Battle of Collierville, Tennessee, while the 

Union garrison there was under attack on October 

11, 1863. General Sherman took command of the 

550 men and successfully defended against an at-

tack of 3,500 Confederate cavalry.  

During the Chattanooga Campaign in November, 

under Grant's overall command, Sherman quickly 

took his assigned target of Billy Goat Hill at the 

north end of Missionary Ridge, only to discover 

that it was not part of the ridge at all, but rather a 

detached spur separated from the main spine by a 

rock-strewn ravine. When he attempted to attack 

the main spine at Tunnel Hill, his troops were re-

peatedly repelled by Patrick Cleburne's heavy di-

vision, the best unit in Bragg's army. Sherman's 

efforts were assisted by George Henry Thomas's 

army's successful assault on the centre of the Con-

federate line, a movement originally intended as a 

diversion. Subsequently, Sherman led a column to 

relieve Union forces under Ambrose Burnside 

thought to be in peril at Knoxville. In February 

1864, he led an expedition to Meridian, Mississip-

pi, to disrupt Confederate infrastructure.  

Atlanta

 

Map of Sherman's campaigns in Georgia and the 

Carolinas, 1864–1865 

Despite this mixed record, Sherman enjoyed 

Grant's confidence and friendship. When Lincoln 

called Grant east in the spring of 1864 to take 

command of all the Union armies, Grant appoint-

ed Sherman (by then known to his soldiers as 

"Uncle Billy") to succeed him as head of the Mili-

tary Division of the Mississippi, which entailed 

command of Union troops in the Western Theatre 

of the war. As Grant took overall command of the 

armies of the United States, Sherman wrote to him 

outlining his strategy to bring the war to an end 
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concluding that "if you can whip Lee and I can 

march to the Atlantic I think ol' Uncle Abe will 

give us twenty days leave to see the young folks." 

Sherman proceeded to invade the state of Georgia 

with three armies: the 60,000-strong Army of the 

Cumberland under George Henry Thomas, the 

25,000-strong Army of the Tennessee under 

James B. McPherson, and the 13,000-strong Army 

of the Ohio under John M. Schofield. He fought a 

lengthy campaign of manoeuvre through moun-

tainous terrain against Confederate General Jo-

seph E. Johnston's Army of Tennessee, attempting 

a direct assault only at the disastrous Battle of 

Kennesaw Mountain. In July, the cautious John-

ston was replaced by the more aggressive John 

Bell Hood, who played to Sherman's strength by 

challenging him to direct battles on open ground. 

Meanwhile, in August, Sherman "learned that I 

had been commissioned a major-general in the 

regular army, which was unexpected, and not de-

sired until successful in the capture of Atlanta."  

Sherman's Atlanta Campaign concluded success-

fully on September 2, 1864, with the capture of 

the city, which Hood had been forced to abandon. 

This success made Sherman a household name 

and helped ensure Lincoln's presidential re-

election in November. In August, the Democratic 

Party had nominated as its candidate George B. 

McClellan, the popular former Union army com-

mander, and it had seemed likely that Lincoln 

would lose to McClellan. Lincoln's defeat could 

well have meant the victory of the Confederacy, 

as the Democratic Party platform called for peace 

negotiations based on the acknowledgment of the 

Confederacy's independence. Thus the capture of 

Atlanta, coming when it did, may have been 

Sherman's greatest contribution to the Union 

cause.  

After ordering almost all civilians to leave the city 

in September, Sherman gave instructions that all 

military and government buildings in Atlanta be 

burned, although many private homes and shops 

were burned as well. This was to set a precedent 

for future behaviour by his armies.  

 

 

 

March to the Sea 

            

Green-Meldrim house, where Sherman stayed  

after taking Savannah in 1864 

               Sherman's March to the Sea 

During September and October, Sherman and 

Hood played cat-and-mouse in north Georgia (and 

Alabama) as Hood threatened Sherman's commu-

nications to the north. Eventually, Sherman won 

approval from his superiors for a plan to cut loose 

from his communications and march south, having 

advised Grant that he could "make Georgia howl". 

This created the threat that Hood would move 

north into Tennessee. Trivializing that threat, 

Sherman reportedly said that he would "give 

[Hood] his rations" to go in that direction as "my 

business is down south". However, Sherman left 

forces under Maj. Gens. George H. Thomas and 

John M. Schofield to deal with Hood; their forces 

eventually smashed Hood's army in the battles of 

Franklin (November 30) and Nashville (December 

15–16). Meanwhile, after the November elections, 

Sherman began a march with 62,000 men to the 

port of Savannah, Georgia, living off the land and 

causing, by his own estimate, more than $100 mil-

lion in property damage. Sherman called this 

harsh tactic of material war "hard war," often seen 

as a species of total war. At the end of this cam-

paign, known as Sherman's March to the Sea, his 

troops captured Savannah on December 21, 1864. 

Sherman then dispatched a famous message to 

Lincoln, offering him the city as a Christmas pre-

sent. Sherman's success in Georgia received am-

ple coverage in the Northern press at a time when 

Grant seemed to be making little progress in his 

fight against Confederate General Robert E. Lee's 

Army of Northern Virginia. A bill was introduced 

in Congress to promote Sherman to Grant's rank 

of lieutenant general, probably with a view to-

wards having him replace Grant as commander of 

the Union Army.  
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Sherman wrote both to his brother, Senator John 

Sherman, and to General Grant vehemently repu-

diating any such promotion. According to a war-

time account, it was around this time that Sherman 

made his memorable declaration of loyalty to 

Grant. 

General Grant is a great general. I know him 

well. He stood by me when I was crazy, and I 

stood by him when he was drunk; and now, sir, 

we stand by each other always.  

While in Savannah, Sherman learned from a 

newspaper that his infant son Charles Celestine 

had died during the Savannah Campaign; the gen-

eral had never seen the child.  

 
General Sherman with Generals Howard, Logan, 

Hazen, Davis, Slocum, and Mower, photographed 

by Mathew Brady, May 1865 

Final campaigns in the Carolinas 

Main article: Carolinas Campaign 

Grant then ordered Sherman to embark his army 

on steamers and join the Union forces confronting 

Lee in Virginia, but Sherman instead persuaded 

Grant to allow him to march north through the 

Carolinas, destroying everything of military value 

along the way, as he had done in Georgia. He was 

particularly interested in targeting South Carolina, 

the first state to secede from the Union, because of 

the effect that it would have on Southern morale. 

His army proceeded north through South Carolina 

against light resistance from the troops of Confed-

erate General Joseph E. Johnston. Upon hearing 

that Sherman's men were advancing on corduroy 

roads through the Salkehatchie swamps at a rate 

of a dozen miles per day, Johnston "made up his 

mind that there had been no such army in exist-

ence since the days of Julius Caesar."  

Sherman captured the state capital of Columbia, 

South Carolina, on February 17, 1865. Fires began 

that night and by next morning most of the central 

city was destroyed. The burning of Columbia has 

engendered controversy ever since, with some 

claiming the fires were accidental, others a delib-

erate act of vengeance, and still others that the re-

treating Confederates burned bales of cotton on 

their way out of town.  

 
The Burning of Columbia, South Carolina (1865) 

by William Waud for Harper's Weekly 

Local Native American Lumbee guides helped 

Sherman's army cross the Lumber River, which 

was flooded by torrential rains, into North Caroli-

na. According to Sherman, the trek across the 

Lumber River, and through the swamps, pocosins, 

and creeks of Robeson County was "the damned-

est marching I ever saw."[83] Thereafter, his troops 

did little damage to the civilian infrastructure, as 

North Carolina, unlike its southern neighbour, was 

regarded by his men as a reluctant Confederate 

state, having been the second from last state to 

secede from the Union, before Tennessee. Sher-

man's final significant military engagement was a 

victory over Johnston's troops at the Battle of 

Bentonville, March 19–21. He soon rendezvoused 

at Goldsborough, North Carolina, with Union 

troops awaiting him there after the capture of Fort 

Fisher and Wilmington.  

In late March, Sherman briefly left his forces and 

travelled to City Point, Virginia, to consult with 

Grant. Lincoln happened to be at City Point at the 

same time, allowing the only three-way meetings 

of Lincoln, Grant, and Sherman during the war.  

Confederate surrender 

Following Lee's surrender to Grant at Appomattox 

Court House and the assassination of President 

Lincoln, Sherman met with Johnston in mid-April 

at Bennett Place in Durham, North Carolina, to 

negotiate a Confederate surrender. At the insist-
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ence of Johnston and of Confederate President 

Jefferson Davis, Sherman conditionally agreed to 

generous terms that dealt with both political and 

military issues. Sherman thought that those terms 

were consistent with the views Lincoln had ex-

pressed at City Point, but the general had not been 

given the authority, by General Grant, the newly 

installed President Andrew Johnson, or the Cabi-

net, to offer those terms. The government in 

Washington, D.C., refused to approve Sherman's 

terms and the Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stan-

ton, denounced Sherman publicly, precipitating a 

long-lasting feud between the two men. Confusion 

over this issue lasted until April 26, 1865, when 

Johnston, ignoring instructions from President 

Davis, agreed to purely military terms and formal-

ly surrendered his army and all the Confederate 

forces in the Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida, in 

what was the largest single capitulation of the war. 

Sherman proceeded with 60,000 of his troops to 

Washington, D.C., where they marched in the 

Grand Review of the Armies, on May 24, 1865, 

and were then disbanded. Having become the sec-

ond most important general in the Union army, he 

thus had come full circle to the city where he 

started his war-time service as colonel of a non-

existent infantry regiment.    
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